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MARYLAND TO RESUME USE OF JOHNSON & JOHNSON (JANSSEN) VACCINE 
Decision follows a thorough safety review by CDC, FDA 

 
CUMBERLAND, MD   –  After a thorough safety review by the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP),  the U.S. 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and Food and Drug Administration (FDA) have lifted the pause on the use of the 
Johnson & Johnson (Janssen) COVID-19 vaccine. Healthcare providers may resume the use of the Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 
vaccine for adults aged 18 and above.   
 
“The Johnson & Johnson vaccine is one of our most important tools in the ongoing fight to prevent hospitalizations and deaths 
associated with COVID-19,” said Dr. Jinlene Chan, MDH’s deputy secretary for public health services. “By resuming use of this safe 
and effective vaccine in Maryland, we will continue to bolster our ability to stay ahead of new cases and emerging variants.” 
 
As part of this reintroduction, providers should share with patients updated information about the potential risks related to the 
vaccine, including the rare occurrence of thrombosis with thrombocytopenia syndrome (TTS), a condition where a rare type of 
blood clot is found in combination with low platelet levels.  This has occurred in 15 cases out of nearly 8 million J&J vaccines 
administered in the U.S., with three fatalities.  Most of the cases involved women ages 18 – 49, with onset of symptoms occurring 
one to two weeks after vaccination. 
 
MDH stated that, while it is important to understand the risks of any medical therapy, the benefits of COVID-19 vaccines 
outweigh the risks of TTS.  
 
The Allegany County Health Department reports that 22,233 Allegany County residents have received their first dose of a two-
dose vaccine against COVID-19 (31.6% of the population), with 16,485 of those individuals now fully vaccinated with their second 
dose (23.4 % of the population).  The number of residents who have received the single-dose Johnson & Johnson (Janssen) 
vaccine stands at 2,122 (3.0 %).  
 
By comparison, the state reported that 41.8% of all Marylanders had received their first dose of a two-dose vaccine, with 27.6% 
having had both doses and 3.0% vaccinated with the single dose vaccine. 
 
Allegany County COVID-19 Case Statistics as of April 25: 
 

 New COVID Cases:  9 (cumulative total 6,781)  
 Additional Deaths:  0 (cumulative total 206) 
 Cases Per 100,000 Population:  13.59 (Maryland: 16.91) 
 Positivity Rate:  3.25% (Maryland: 4.51%)  
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/safety/JJUpdate.html
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